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Whitehorse dogs try their paws at flyball
By Tom Patrick Monday July 30, 2012

Y Recommend B} Sarah Lewis and 18 athers recommend this,

Mike Thomas/Fokon Mavrs

N, AquaRINA

¥ = % e E --:.
ALPASIKA

OGS GONE WD

-| Rl _|j L A3 1. s i8 .I! i f”, St ol x: ey - ._.J‘. | ;_‘
Ginny leaps from a spring-loaded box after releasing the ball from it during the flyball workshop

organized by the Yukon K9 Performance Group at Hidden Yalley Elementary School over the
weekend.

Mot unlike a parent enrolling their child in a new sport, members of the Yukeon Ko Performance Group
introduced their canine companions to a sport called flyball ower the weekend at Hidden Valley
School.
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Three instructors from Anchorage’s &laska Dogs Gone Wild club held the workshop that saw 17
handlers and 21 dogs take part. The workshop could be the seed that will grow into local handlers
forming competitive teams.

“We got vary positive comments from the participants,” said Diane Lister of the Yukeon Eg
FPearformance Group. “The general consensus was that a lot of people are interasted in training their
dogs and starting a flyball program in the Whitshorse area”

Flyball was invented in southern California in 1967, It evolved out of an event called scent hurdling in
which dogs collact weights and complete an obstacle course.

Flyball is a timed, relay race conducted by teams of four dogs. Init, a dog sets off from a start line,
jumps over four hurdles, collects a tennis ball from a spring-loaded bosx that releases the ball when the
dog’s weight presses on the box’s angled pad. The dog then sprints back ower the four hurdles with the
ball, completing the 102-foot run as the next dog takes off to complete the same course.

“When the dogs get good at it they pass sach other quite closely,” said Lister. “It was really something
to s=a (the Anchorage dogs) run through it.”

The sport is most popular in the United States and Great Britain and is overseen by the MNorth
American Flyball Association and the British Flyball Association. Thers is also an Australian Flyball
Association.

The current world record, in which all four dogs on a team completed the course, is 14.60 seconds. The
record was set in Utah by a team from Las Vegas, Mevada in September 2011,

“In Britain they have big stadiums — fully-packed arenas with lighting, music and everything,” said
Lister.

The ¥ukeon Kg Performance Group has constructad four training boxes and sets of hurdles for local
dogs to practise on, but they now need a new facility to do so during the winter.

Local dog clubs, including the Yukon g Performance Group, and others such as Whitehorse Woofers
Diog Club, ¥ukon Kennel Club and the Canines & Company Dog Obedience School, have received word
from the City of Whitehorse that they will not be allowead to use the megzanine room upstairs in
Takhini Arena this winter.

“I think we've been up there for over 12 years and ... we haven't had any direct complaints about us,”
zaid Whitehorse Wooters president Jocelyn Laveck. “There weare some comments made about the
hygienic part of it, in respect to having food in the mezzanine.

“We don’t really know.”

The dog groups were given formal notice last Decamber and wers then granted an extension until
April. The Wooters haven' been able to snitf out another suitable location for use this winter.

“Wea have worked with someone from Farks and Eec to find another spot ... but it’s just about
impossible,” said Laveck. “We need a space that is comparable - it couldn’t be any smaller than the
megzaning — and something wa can afford. The majority of us are non-profits.
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“We're getting a bit desperate, We have nowheres else to go. If we have to pay commercial ratesfor a
facility that we're only using a few hours a weel in the evanings, we just can’t do it.”

Ag Laveck puts it, it’s not just a bunch of pecple playing with their dogs. The groups conduct obedisnce
classes, agility classes, and prepare for dog shows in the location. They used to be allowed to use schocl
gyrmnasiums, but the Department of Education has since banned dogs from schools.

The Woofers will present their case to Whitehorse city council next weslk,

“All the clubs have been dealing with this matter of being evicted from the mezzanine because that’s
our indoor training facility in the winter time,” said Laveck.

Contact Tom FPatriclk at tompi@yulon-news.com
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