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Lake parties irk neighbors

Acting Houston mayor says he shouldn’t have blocked lake

BY ANDREW WELLNER

Frontiersman.com

HOUSTON — The acling mayor apolugized
Thursday for blocking access o local Lk, but
said the city will do what it can w enforee no-
parking regulilions in the

“The lawlessness out there has heen ridicu
lous,” said Jim Johansen, who is uswally deputy
mayor for Houslon, but siepped o al Thurs-

INSIDE
Rezd a related editorial PAGE. A6

day’s city council meeling as acling mayor while
Mayor Virgie Thompson is ous of towsr.
Johansen illustrated his point by describing a
recent trip he made o the l‘.lkclnqucsllun,Loun
Take. Down by the water, kids were swimming,

he szid, but further back were two men.,

“The ¢ two genlleman who had be
powe: king, it locked like, all afternool
he szid.

Residents ol e luke complulned al the meel
ing ahout everything fram naked penple crawl-
ing through Uscir yards Lo drug needles lossed in
ditches to drunks stealing things to unsafe bura -

See HOUSTON. Page AY
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A four-legged competitor competes in the cighth annual Alaska Summer Solstice Flyball Tourney Saturday at the Alaska State Fairgrounds
in Palmer. The flyball competition cenlinues loday from 10 a.m. Lo 4 p.m. To sce mere from the weekend’s competition, check out Tuesday’s
Frontiersman for a ‘Throngh the Lens’ photo featnre on the dogs and their handlers.

Board to decide dog’s fate Monday

HY ANDREW WELLNER

Freatiersman.com

PALMUR — ‘T'he Mat-5u Bor-
ough Animal Care and Regula-
tion Board will decide the fate of
Wizard an Monday, a sled dog
thal alf d a child in May al
the kennel of Tditarod musher
Jake Herkowits.

The dog broke [ree of Lis
-aintsasa family visited dogs
v had kenncled al Berkowite's
Apex Kennels. The dog attacked
the 2-year-old girl’s neck before
her mother foughl the dog away.
The child sustained life threat
ening injuries in the attack.

Shortly ufter the ultack, u bor
augh Animal Care and Regula
tion Sheller officer recommend-
ed (hat Wizard be clussilied as
a level 5 animal, which means
the dog must be seized and
destroyed. Borough rules say
thar a dog thar artacks a persan
thel severely must be clessilied  offy
as suck. But borough code also  rea
savs an animal contral officer

may make exceptions if the ani
mal was detending irselt or its
ring; if it was proveked or
ng to pain; or if not clas
sifying the animal

Big Lake musher Jake Berkowitz ligh- ﬁws fans as he lleads out
on the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race in March of 201 3. Berkawitz
is in a fight ta save one of his dngs, Wizard, from heing destrayed
after it attacked a 2-year-old girl who was inside the dog yard at
Berkowitz's Apex Kenmels in May.

serves and  promotes

“reasonably See DOG, Page A4

justice,
fairness, and the purposcs and
Intent” of borongh animal con

17-year-old held
on rape charges

BY ANDREW WELINER

Trentiersman.com

PALMER — A 17 vear old boy is fac
ing sexual assault charges in adult court
after Alaska State L roopers say he raped
a 15 year-old girl while she babysat fera
tamily triend.

According to an affidavit Alaska State
Trooper Toma Caldarea filed in coust,
Mathaniel T.ebarom, 17, is trom Mexico
He was in Alaska visiting
when the rape allegations were made
May 7

Trocpers say the girl was babysitting
for Lebaron's brother on May 5 when
Lebaron arrived at the house. They
kissed, which she told troopers she
thaught was OK.

Later, ke asked her upstairs and that,

id, is when he raped her, She wld
0" more than once, but he col
ued, o'llyalnpplngwhcr his brother and
sister i lawarzived home

See RAPE. Page AIU

a monofill site.

PALMER —

Among,

Commission explains
why permit was denied

BY ANDREW WELLNER

Fron:iersman.eom

approved, wlid spenla signilicant
amount of lime delailing ground-
Water Concerns,

The monolll projecl las been
a controversial one for months in

olher

RODERT

DeDERRYTroierimar
Dill Tngaldsan, an attorney representing Central Monofill Services,
urges the Mat-Su Borongh Planning Commission ta reconsider its
decision to deny a permit application to turn a former gravel pit into

things, the praject would spread
trash arcund the neighborhood
and could contamivate groundwa-
ter, the Mat-Su Bor lanning
Commission ruled
itmzde public ils ressons for deny-
ing a permit to Central Monofll

“Itis notpossible w seLcondilions
to adequately protect the ground-
waler and aguiler [rom acticipaied
negative effects of the monofil”
says the resolution the commission

a neighborhood off of the Glenn
Highway south of Pulner. The
company seeking to locate a mono-
fill there, CMS says the fill would
conlzin building malerials Crom its
demolition business that cannat he
reeyded. Worrics ol conlaminalion
of groundwater, they have suld, wre
unfpunded. The material will be
tightly controlled W ensure danger-

See PERMTT, Page A 10



