Hi gang,

Once again, we competed in NAFA’s toughest region in which to run – Region 1.  In Spring Loaded, we faced the world record holding team in both the regular and multibreed classes nearly every weekend in which we ran.  We also faced several other teams week-in and week-out that ran in the low 16’s with regularity.  We could not have asked for tougher competition – nor done too much better.

For the second year in a row, we finished in second place in the multibreed class of our region, despite not running our fastest team that many times.  This year, we concentrated our efforts on competing in the regular class, and were rewarded by finishing in second place in our region there as well. Considering that we finished second to the world record holders – and pushed them pretty hard at times – we did pretty darned well!
Our Teams.

We entered a total of 63 teams in 17 tournaments (for a total of $6,373 in entry fees) during the fiscal year.  The statistical breakdowns for those teams were:
	Team:
	Tourneys at which it was run:
	Average Finish:
	Average Heat Time:
	Best Heat Time:
	Average Points Earned Per Tourney:

	A (seeded 15’s -16’s)
	15
	3rd
	16.597
	15.972
	582

	B (seeded 17’s – 18’s)
	14
	3rd
	18.471
	17.951
	627

	C (seeded 19’s – 20’s)
	16
	3rd
	20.021
	18.880
	515

	D (seeded 21’s and up)
	  5
	3rd
	20.789
	19.447
	493

	1 (seeded 16’s – 17’s)
	  0
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA

	2 (seeded 18’s – 19’s)
	  7
	2nd
	19.096
	17.948
	625

	3 (seeded 20’s and up)
	  3
	5th
	21.495
	20.701
	469

	Vet I 
	  3
	2nd
	20.470
	19.086
	496


We ran a team in Regular Division 1 at every one of the tournaments (including all 14 within our region) that we attended, and had more than one team running in that division on 5 different occasions.  
Our top-three placements in Regular Division 1 this year were as follows:

	Team:
	1st Place finishes:
	2nd Place finishes:
	3rd Place finishes:

	A (seeded 15’s - 16’s)
	3
	7
	1

	B (seeded 17’s - 18’s)
	1
	0
	1

	Totals:
	4
	7
	2


So we finished in the top three of Regular Division 1 13 of the 17 times in which we had teams entered.

For the first time, our A Team broke into the 15’s this year, making us the 15th club in NAFA history to do so.  We were one of only two to do it in our region (Spring Loaded, of course, was the other).  
That run in the 15’s put us in some pretty exclusive company.  There were only eight clubs that posted times in the 15’s this fiscal year.  The fastest sub-16 regular class times run by NAFA clubs this year were:

	Club:
	Team:
	State / Province:
	Speed Posted:
	Date Run:

	Instant Replay
	Gold
	ON
	15.43
	07/14/07

	New England Trail Blazers
	Crash
	VT
	15.45
	08/11/07

	Spring Loaded
	Spring Loaded
	MI
	15.48
	07/01/07

	Rocket Relay
	A
	ON
	15.51
	07/14/07

	Tough Spun
	Spin Offs
	IA
	15.73
	01/20/07

	Top Dog Racers
	Chain Reaction
	TX
	15.87
	08/18/07

	Front Runners
	A
	MI
	15.97
	06/02/07

	Border Patrol
	B
	ON
	15.98
	06/23/07


Our Dogs:

It was another great year for our dogs.  They amassed 141,922 points, 38 titles, and earned some great special accomplishment awards.

The breakdown of titles for the FY is:

	FD

(20)
	FDX

(100)
	FDCH

(500)
	FDCH-S

(1,000)
	FDCH-G

(2,500)
	FM

(5,000)
	FMX

(10,000)
	FMCH

(15,000)
	ONYX

(20,000)
	FGDCH

(30,000)
	FGDCH-40K


	FGDCH-50K

	5
	5
	6
	6
	6
	2
	1
	4
	1
	0
	3
	1


· We had 5 new dogs join the competitive ranks during the FY, with one leaving before it ended:

1. Bayou earned his FD;
2. Brody earned his FD, FDX and FDCH;

3. Cubby earned his FD and FDX before leaving for a new home;

4. Fagan earned his FD, FDX, FDCH, FDCH-S and FDCH-G;
5. Twizzle earned her FD, FDX, FDCH and FDCH-S.
‘Seasoned dogs’ ran up the following honors / accomplishments:

· Four dogs finish in the top 250 scoring dogs (of 18993 competitors) for the FY;
1. Chip finished at # 249, with 7888 points for the FY;
2. Mako finished at # 171, with 8875 points for the FY;
3. Tug finished at # 95, with 10247 points for the FY;
4. Zoom finished at # 123, with 9632 points for the FY;
· Ten of our dogs finish the FY in the top 100 scoring dogs of their breeds, including deceased and retired dogs that had amassed enough points to stay on the list for many, many months after they had stopped running.  They were:

	Dog:
	Breed:
	Rank Number:
	Of Total Dogs:

	Dallas
	Dalmatian
	6
	102

	Darby
	Whippet
	42
	183

	Gem
	Pembroke Corgi
	11
	141

	Midge (deceased)
	Jack Russell
	61
	1228

	Miki (deceased)
	Am. Staff. Terrier
	3
	54

	Onyx
	Labrador Retriever
	26
	1120

	Sambuca (retired)
	Australian Shepherd
	28
	1247

	Sonic
	Mix
	53
	3079

	Tug
	Border Collie
	51
	4667

	Zoom
	Jack Russell
	27
	1228


· Tug finished the FY as NAFA’s # 124 scoring dog of all-time (of 18993 competitors) – all breeds;
· Zoom finished the FY as NAFA’s # 222 scoring dog of all time (of 18993 competitors) – all breeds.

Top Club statistics for the dogs included:
· Caper, Tug and Zoom all shared in the honor of having run in the most events – all 17 tourneys;

· Tug was the dog that compiled the most title points for the FY – 10247;

· Tip compiled the fastest average for the FY – 4.043 seconds;

· Cap ran the fastest heat of the FY – 3.825 seconds;

· Mako ran the fastest heat of the FY by a height dog – 3.855 seconds;

· Tug became the 1st Front Runner to earn 50,000 points in April.

In addition, the following dogs compiled the listed honors:

· Mako (1), Miki (1) and Zoom (2) were given special awards for their performances during the year:
1. Mako was voted the ‘Picture Perfect Award’ for her competitive style at the Paws-a-tive Attitudes tourney in Chelsea on 07/07/07;
2. Zoom was voted the ‘Picture Perfect Box Turn Award’ at the Spring Loaded tourney in Ionia on 05/06/07.  He followed that up with another award for his excellent box work, the 'Extreme Box' award at the Ballistics Tournament in Vassar, on 09/01/07;
3. Miki was voted the ‘Retired Racer’ award by Ballistics, acknowledging that she was being forced to retire before her time, at her final tourney in Vassar on 09/01/07.

With many exciting new puppies coming up through our training program to join these dogs, we have a very exciting future in front of us!

Some Sad Goodbyes:
Unfortunately, we end up having to endure having dogs leave us nearly every year.  This was another one of those years.

· Very sad final goodbyes were said to some great dogs:

1. Kai left us after living a full, happy life, old age having finally caught up with her;

2. Chloe left us much too soon, like Midge two years earlier, the victim of a surprising disease that jumped up from out of the blue and stole her away from us while she was in her prime;

3. Miki left us not exactly young, but not too old, either.  She was an 11 year-old that happily finished her flyball career where she began it, then reluctantly gave in the next week to the cancer that had been eating at her for too long – destroying her body, but not her character; 

4. Toby left us after living a full life as well.  After fighting Addison’s Disease most of her life, old age finally caught up with her as well;

They all taught us a how to enjoy life – and how to face the end in style.  We thank them for sharing their lives with us and will miss them all very much.
· Much less sad goodbyes were said to two dogs that moved on to new lives in other homes:
1. Bliss moved on to a single-dog home in Maryland, happy to have a boy of her own (and he is happy to have her in his life, too).

2. Cubby moved on to a new home where he could be the center of everyone’s attention.  All are enjoying the new arrangement very much, thank you.
We are glad to know that these two found what they really needed – and to know that they are happy and healthy in their new homes.
We are starting FY 2008 with a good core of solid dogs, and several exciting young ones getting ready to join them in the competitive ranks.  It should be another very good year for us!
Gerry

